
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
____________________________________________________________________________

“Victory in Jesus”
1 John 2:7-14

Main Idea: Obedience to God is possible because of the victory in life that’s possible through 
Jesus.

REMINDERS for victorious living in Jesus:
The call to obey God is nothing new, but the ability to obey through Jesus is a game 
changer (7-8).

There’s nothing new about the commandment to obey God. This commandment was 
implicit and explicit from the very beginning when God gave man a blessing and charged man 
with his responsibility and role in creation. God also gave man the very first commandment 
related to the one thing that man could not do, which was to not eat of the fruit of just one tree in 
the garden. God’s desire for men and women to trust Him and obey Him was an old 
commandment from the very beginning. However, while it is true that God’s commandment for 
obedience is nothing new, what is also true is that there is a newness in the ability of God’s 
people to obey this commandment because of Jesus Christ! The newness of the commandment 
has to do with Jesus because He displayed perfect obedience to the Will of the Father and 
because the resurrection power of Jesus -- the presence of the Lord Jesus with His followers -- 
is what brings the power for obedience into the lives of believers. The Gospel is the true light 
that is already shining! In Jesus, we have a new power and strength to obey God.
1. In chapter 2, read the verses that precede 1 John 2:7-8. What is the commandment that John 

is talking about? Discuss what this means in practical ways in your life.
2. In verse 8, how is it possible that John can say that what was “true in him” (Jesus) is also true 

“in you?” What does this mean?
3. What does it mean that the “true light is already shining?” What is the true light, and how is 

this good news when it comes to obedience in the lives of believers?

The life of Jesus in you is revealed most clearly in your love for other believers (9-11).
John continues to emphasize the importance of a believer’s heart towards others as the 

evidence of a heart that’s truly for the Lord Jesus. Love within the body of Christ is an essential 
characteristic of the life of Christ within the church -- within the hearts of individual believers in 
the church. Do you hate another brother or sister in the church? If so, you are in the darkness; 
you’re not in the light. However, in the light, there’s no cause for stumbling. There are a lot of 
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things that can cause others to stumble, but a lack of love among believers in the church causes 
stumbling every time. In fact, the presence of hate in the hearts of those in the church reveals 
hearts that are in the dark rather than in the light.
1. Read verses 9-11. Make a list of the characteristics of being in the darkness that are 

mentioned in these verses.
2. Do you know anyone who is walking in the darkness? How can you shine the light of Jesus 

into their lives this week? Discuss concrete plans to reach out to these individuals with the 
Gospel, and commit as a group to pray for them in the coming week.

3. Consider verses 9-11 again. Discuss what’s said about those who are in the light. Why is 
“love” and “no cause for stumbling” connected in these verses?

4. What does it mean to “abide in the light?” What are some practical ways that you can abide 
every moment of every day in the light?

Confidence in what you have in Jesus is the key to victorious living for Jesus (12-14).
These verses are a little strange at first, but personal appeal and the overall point of 

victory in Jesus are the focus. John was writing to his family, and in a personal way, he was 
exhorting them with growing intensity to be encouraged in what they have in Jesus and in their 
fight to live in obedience to the commandments of Jesus. The reminders focus on two critically 
important things:

• That through Jesus believers know the one, true God (13a, 13c, 14a) and
• That through Jesus believers have victory over sin and Satan (12a, 13b, 14b).

1. Why do you think John addressed three groups of people twice in these three verses? What 
was the point of doing that?

2. What’s significant about God’s Word addressing these individuals in such a personal and 
familial way? What does this say about God’s view of us and of our relationship to one 
another?

3. Why did God emphasize the fact that followers of Jesus truly know Him, the eternal God and 
Creator of everything? What’s the significance of this to your identity as a believer?

4. What’s the significance of what God’s Word says in verses 12-14 about the victory that 
belongs to the believer through their life in Jesus Christ? Do you know this in your life? Are 
you experiencing this in your life? Share testimonies, encouraging and praying for one other 
for true victory and victorious living for Jesus.
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